It's not a real choice. It's an
apparent choice. Like choosing a
brand of detergent. Whether you
buy Ivory Snow or Tide, they'zre
both owned by Proctor & Gamble.

- Arundhati Roy

TN
An election cannot give a
country a firm sense of
direction if it has two or more
national parties which merely
have different names but are as
alike in their principles and
aims as two peas in the same
pod.

- Franklin D. Roosevelt

TN
The fate of the country does not
depend on who you vote for at
the polls...it does not depend
on what kind of paper you drop
into the ballot box once a year,
but on what kind of man you
drop from your chamber into the
street every morning.

- Henry David Thoreau

TN
If voting changed anything,
they'd make it illegal.

- Emma Goldman
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Tt’s not just Bush, it’s the system.

Noy & POST-ELECTION DAY RALLY
AND MARCH. Come demand an
end to war abroad, justice
at home and real change.
Software Engineering
Institute (4500 Fifth
Lve., Oakland). 5:30pm.

Other “peace & justice events this week
thmgan&afﬁy?%ﬂs&ugﬁ(%gan&ﬂ%aGWHgO

Noy 4 Save Our Transit protest.
State Office Building (300
Liberty Ave., Downtown).
10:00am.

Nov & Justice for Janitors
Solidarity Rally. Centre
City Towers (Smithfield and
Seventh St., Downtown).
11:4bam.

Noy © Forum: "Building a
rogressive Movement."
William Pitt Union Ballroom
(5th & Bigelow, Oakland).
10am-3pm.

Noy 6 Anti-War Rally and March.
William Pitt Union Patio.
3:30pm.

ﬂgitate’ Fducate. Orgam’ze.

WWW.ORGANIZEPITTSBURGH.ORG
WWW.OONTJUSTVOTE.COM
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behind bars than ever before. Kerry says "wrong
war, wiong time" but he plans to pursue the war on terror
with a militarist fervor equal to his political rival while
having similar objectionable policies regarding Israel, Cuba,
Venezuela and Colombia.

There is one important distinction, however. While Bush's
cowboy diplomacy has undermined mérican power abroad, Kerry,
the consummate multilateralist, would attempt to con:.011date
world support behind a kinder, gentler U.S. imperialism. Hence,
it could be easier for Kerry to continue the occupation of
Irag, to fight new wars and to pass oppressive trade agreements
such as CAFTA and FTAA.

Since Bush and Kerry have received huge amounts of $§ from
many of the same corporations, it should come as no surprise
that both support polices that serve the monied elite.
Indeed, the elected party is just the changeable mask on

the face of corporate power. Kerry and Bush are part of the
same avatem, and unless we change that
system peace and justice will remain
forever beyond our grasp.

While it seems cliche to blame "the
System,” we can't ignore the fact that
a system based on hlexaxchy, power and
money thrives on exploitation, misery
and inequality. Homelessness, poverty,
homophobia, inadequate health care,

ML TARY

ELLOM N 5 : environmental devastation, sexual
Don’t Vote and the choice is theirs. assault, domestic violence, war,

Vote and the choice is theirs. gun violence and many other horrors

day of the year.

You can bzv food from a local farmers market or the East

End Food Co-op, work in a community garden, ride your bike
instead of taklng a car, or volunteer at Free Ride and help
others repair or build bicycles. You can come to & protest or
301n a local peace and justice group. Check out the Thomas
Merton Center (www.thomasmertoncenter.org), Black Voices for
Peace (www.bvip.org), CodePink (www. coden1ng4ceace org) or
Pittsburgh Organizing Group (www.organizepittsburgh.org).

You can educate yourself, your friends and your family. But
don't rely on a corporate media that parrots the government
line. Try community-based, non-corporate, participatory media
(Ulttabuth indymedia. orq) tune in to Democracy Now! (9Qam,
M-¥, WRCT-F¥M) or Rust Belt Radio (6pm, T, WRCT-¥M), or read
The NewPeople, a local monthly peace and justice newspaper.
You can find copies at libraries, bookstores and various
small family-owned businesses. Hetter yet - become a member
of the Thomas Merton Center and have The

NewPeople delivered to your home (www. a3
thomasmertoncenter.org). '§ ..—-\
S
Ls long as we remain complacent and l\, ; .‘;_‘.k "
refrain from questioning the system ﬁ} oT |
itself, or our participation in it, we NN BALL 1
become an 1nteg1a1 part of the bv:.ten \ {}
and so are complicit in the horrors it B
perpetuates. Our ultimate vote needs to
be one that goes beyond quick fixes and Our dreanms

reform. Sureée, Bush is a monster. But it's cannot £it inm their
not just Bush, it's the system. Don't just pallot boxes
yote - get active. ¥



